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Output Directly to Excel
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Use of Multiple Templates
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Re-publish Using Another Template
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Remove Truncated Fields
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Performing Summary Calculations
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Pivot & Cross Tabs to Excel
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Apply Conditional Formatting

Hi hli ht ll <0 >100kHighlight cells <0 or >100k
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Power to You Users

Business UsersBusiness Users 
create the report in 
MS Word

(Marking where 
data needs to bedata needs to be 
included in the 
final report)
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Time/Cost Saving

Cosmetic changesCosmetic changes 
can be easily made 
to the template
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Report Bursting to a Directory

C T il B l f h DCreates a Trail Balance for each Department 
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Report Bursting to an Email
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Introduction
We all know BI Publisher can greatly enhance 

the output of an Oracle Standard Reportthe output of an Oracle Standard Report

However, we are limited to data held in 
th O l St d d R tthe Oracle Standard Report
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Other UKOUGOther UKOUG 
presentations …presentations … 
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Data Layer in BI Publisher

Concurrent Request Data Template

DATA LAYER DATA LAYERPRESENTATION
LAYER
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Data Layer in BI Publisher
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Add Fields to a Report

P d BPrepared By
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Add Fields to a Report
Oracle Report SQL (xml)

Data Template (xml)
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Introduction

Data Templates enables EBS to report on 
ANY data held ithin the databaseANY data held within the database

All that is required is the SQL that extracts theAll that is required is the SQL that extracts the 
relevant data and a corresponding presentation 
templatetemplate

SQL can beSQL can be... 
• Written from scratch
• Obtained from existing reports
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Benefits of Discoverer & FSG

Benefits
• Easy Extraction of Data

E d U P d t• End User Products
• Ad-hoc QueriesQ

O O O SWHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT THESE 
PRODUCTS?
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Issues/Limitations

Issues
• Limited Output

M i t• Maintenance
• Cost/Licenses (Discoverer)( )

WHAT ISSUES DO YOU HAVE THESE 
PRODUCTS?PRODUCTS?
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Pre-Requisites for BIP Solution

Software/Products
BIP Version 5 6 3• BIP Version 5.6.3

Required Skills/KnowledgeRequired Skills/Knowledge
• Presentation Template Development
• Data Template Development
• Sound Knowledge of EBS DBSound Knowledge of EBS DB

BI PUBLISHER IS NOT AN END USERBI PUBLISHER IS NOT AN END USER 
AD_HOC REPORTING SOLUTION
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Example of an FSG Report
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Example FSG Excel Output
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Converting an FSG/Disco Report

Transforming your Reports with BI Publisher
33www.BeLife.co.uk:



Step 1 - Run the FSG
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Step 2 - Obtain the SQL
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Step 3 - Copy into a Data Template
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Step 4 - Edit the SQL

You may need to edit the SQL...

• Include Segment DescriptionsInclude Segment Descriptions
• Include Runtime Parameters
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Step 5 - Create Concurrent Request
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Step 6 - Add Runtime Parameters
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Step 7 - Create Data Definition
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Step 8 - Upload Data Template
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Step 9 - Obtain the XML

Transforming your Reports with BI Publisher
42www.BeLife.co.uk:



Step 10 - Develop RTF Template
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Step 11 - Create/Upload Template
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Step 12 - Run Your Report
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New FSG Output
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What is a Data Template?

A Data Template is a file (piece of code)A Data Template is a file (piece of code) 
containing some SQL and a set of 
instructions on how to format the returnedinstructions on how to format the returned 
data in XML.

The template can be created in any textThe template can be created in any text 
editor and should be saved in XML format
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What is a Data Template?

There are 3 fundamental components to a 
data templatedata template

• Parameter Declaration
• SQL Query (or Queries)
• XML Structure Definition• XML Structure Definition
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Data Template format

As this is XML, the components of a Data 
Template are s rro nded b a set of TagsTemplate are surrounded by a set of Tags 
describing the element being defined

<dataTemplate>
< t > </ t ><parameters>... </parameters>
<dataQuery>... </dataQuery>
<dataStructure> ... </dataStructure>

<dataTemplate>dataTemplate
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Data Definition - Parameters

Parameters are used to place conditions on p
the data returned by the SQL query. 
<parameters>

<parameter name="dept_id" 
dataType="number" 
defaultValue=""/>

</parameters>
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Data Definition - Query

<dataQuery>
<sqlStatement name="Q1">

<![CDATA[SELECT dept_name
FROM departments WHERE dept_idp p _
= :dept_id]]>

</sqlStatement>q
</dataQuery>
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Data Definition – XML Structure

<dataStructure>
<group name="G_DEPT" source="Q1">

<element name=“DEPARTMENT" 
value=“dept_name"/>

</group>
</dataStructure>
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What is a Data Template?

Having completed the Data Template:Having completed the Data Template:

• The XML file must be uploaded to BIP underThe XML file must be uploaded to BIP under 
the relevant Data Definition.

• A Concurrent Request must be created to• A Concurrent Request must be created to 
initiate the Data Template in BIP

• Presentation Template for the report created• Presentation Template for the report created 
and uploaded to BIP
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Bursting FSG/Discoverer Report
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Oracle’s Reporting Products

PRODUCT
LICENSE

EBS OBI SE1 OBI EEEBS OBI SE1 OBI EE

BI Publisher 

BI Publisher enterprise  

BI Answers  

BI Dashboard  

Other Products (Delivers, 
Disconnected Analytics) 
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Other UKOUGOther UKOUG 
presentation …presentation … 
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BI Publisher Enterprise

Import Data Template to BIPe
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BI Publisher Enterprise
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BI Publisher Enterprise
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BI Publisher Enterprise
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BI Publisher Enterprise
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BI Publisher Enterprise
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BI Publisher Enterprise
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BI Publisher Enterprise
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BI Publisher Enterprise
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BI Publisher Enterprise
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